HHO Safety 
REVIEW 


Elizabeth Keed, Editor OCTOBER, 1951 


VOL. 8, NO. 8 





WHAT A FALL CAN DO 





Tt FOLLOWING unsolicited letter was 
sent to a member of the National 
Safety Council’s staff: 

“Would it be possible for me to have 
notice of limerick contests, if you have 
one every month? I am, at present, a 
shut-in from an accident resulting from 
my own carelessness, and am intensely 
interested in safety. 

“My own accident was caused by a 
polished. hardwood floor and a rug I was 
going to have attached more firmly to 
the floor. That ‘going to have’ has cost 
me six months in the hospital, 11 months 
in bed, with several months yet to come, 
and three thousand dollars! I am quite 
naturally interested in your effort to 
prevent accidents! 

“There are far too many polished floor 
accidents. My own was about the most 
inexcusable one possible. Twice before 
my fall I had slipped on that particular 
place, but had thought, both times, that 
I'd simply be a bit more careful until 
I could have the rug more firmly an- 
chored. If you can use my letter, edited 
as you like, but with the name omitted, 


Pll be glad. I should love to help save 
other people from the unspeakable tor- 
ture of the first few months after a badly 
smashed bone, and from the sheer bore- 
dom of the long months of convales- 
cence. The expense, too, is, for people of 
my limited means, frightful. 

“IT am still in bed most of the day, 
and shall be, my physician thinks, for 
six months more. With his permission I 
type an hour every day continuing a bit 
of writing on which I was working at 
the time of the accident. The pain be- 
comes acute at the end of the hour, I 
find, and I am glad to get back to bed. 

“Recently my chief nurse came to see 
me. I expressed some impatience at the 
slowness of my recovery. “The great big 
thing to remember,’ she said, ‘is that you 
are alive.” I'd love to be the means of 
saving others from an ordeal like mine.” 

Our correspondent, a_ retired high 
school teacher, suffered a bad break in 
the right hip. As she stepped from the 
polished surface of her floor to the rug, 
her bedroom slipper caught underneath 
the thick rug, and she fell. The rug is 
now, of course, firmly attached. 





Be sure to come to the, \ 
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Merit Award Winning Program 


By Mrs. Milo C. Lawton 


Chairman, Home Safety Division 
Greater Grand Rapids Safety Council 


Te GREATER GRAND Rapids Safety Council’s 

home safety division took the theme, “The 
Child and its Problems,” for its 1950-1951 
program. 


Acting upon this theme, we concentrated 
on child safety at our monthly meetings this 
year, aided in the development of baby 
sitter training courses in various groups, 
distributed pertinent literature. 


Our division is made up ef some 100 
representatives of local organizations, largely 


A 


organizations having to do with the child, 
such as the P.T.A.’s, Camp Fire Girls, Girl 
Scouts, and various other women’s groups. 
These representatives are in a position to 
take back to their own groups the informa- 
tion they gather at these meetings. 

Our first monthly program was presented 
by the commissioner of the Michigan De- 
partment of Health who spoke on, “Home 
Safety, a Public Health Problem.” His talk 
concerned the safety problems of parents 
and children in the home and the factors 
leading to their good health. 

For our “Unusual Fire Hazards” program, 
we had a member of the fire department give 
a demonstration of fire extinguishers. He 
had a toy house to show how a fire could 
start and go through a house and illustrated 
how to put it out. He also demonstrated 
the different kinds of chemicals to use on 
different types of fires. 

In November we always have a safe toys 
exhibit, and we were very fortunate this 
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Greater Grand Rapids Safety Council's 





year in having a psychiatric case-work co- 
ordinator for the Grand Rapids Board of 
Education for our speaker. She counseled 
against “shooting” toys, “throwing” toys, or 
those with sharp surfaces. She also stressed 
the importance of giving every youngster a 
well-balanced “diet” of toys, geared to his 
sex, physical, mental, and social “"@® 


ment, 


YEAR DEVOTED 


Our next program, on baby sitting safety, 
was presented by the associate chief of the 
section of maternal health and child health 
of the Michigan Department of Health. In 
connection with this program, we prepared 
a mimeographed form, “What Our Baby Sit- 
ter Should Know,” for distribution. 


We also had a full-page spread showing 
pictures of youngsters representing various 
youth organizations in the local newspaper. 
In each of these organizations a special 
child care training program is in effect and 
we have worked closely with them. The 
above meeting and the availability of the 
form were also publicized at this time. 


We intend to have pads made with thes 
instructions so that all persons hiring baby 
sitters will be able to have these on hand. 
This form will contain information as to 
where the parents will be, what time they 
expect to return, special instructions about 
the baby, and where his toys, books, or 
clothes may be found. There is space on 
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Far left: A Y-Teen shows her charge how to turn in a fire alarm. Middle: 
A Camp Fire Girl shows how she is taught to check up on her charge. 
Right: A member of the local Junior Red Cross shows how she reports to 


parents on her charges’ behavior. These 


aphs were used in a full- 


poge article in a local newspaper at the launching of the Greater Grand 
‘a 


pids Safety Council's baby sitter program. 


the form where the sitter may jot down 
messages which may have come in while 
the parents are away. 

On the back of the pad, there will be a 
list for permanent information, including 


with the junior high school group who are 
working for their Torch Bearer Rank in 
Home Craft. 

The Girl Scouts offer child care training 
in their badge program through courses in 
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instructions to follow in case of fire, what 
to do if the baby is choking or hurt, tele- 
phone numbers of the police, fire depart- 
ment, family doctor, hospital, gas, and elec- 
tric companies. 

The Y.W.C.A. offered a course in baby 
sitting this summer, and in publicizing the 
course, they told about the pad. 

Another meeting, on vacation hazards, was 
presented by the first-aid and life saving in- 
structor for the local Red Cross. Three 
skits on first aid followed with graduates of 
a recent course in junior first-aid partici- 
pating. These skits were so worth while that 
many of our representatives asked for copies 
o that they might present them at their 
schools. 

The Y.W.C.A. course for Y-Teens included 
talks on baby-care, homes, etiquette, and 
instruction in baby sitting. During the win- 
ter the Camp Fire Girls gave a similar 
course attended by 125 girls in six weeks of 
sessions. The latter course is in connection 
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home health and safety, home nursing, child 
care and first aid. 

The Red Cross also gave a course espe- 
cially adapted to baby sitting, and the Junior 
Red Cross assisted in recruiting the 40 
girls who appeared for instruction. 

The Greater Grand Rapids Safety Council 
also has been sending regularly to new 
mothers a letter with the infant safety 
leaflet, Congratulations. 

As part of its program, the home safety 
division publishes at frequent intervals a 
mimeographed bulletin which goes to the 
representatives in the division. This bulletin 
has emphasized at different times; summer- 
time hazards, Christmas hazards, toy safety, 
winter home hazards, a digest of the joint 
meeting of the American Academy of Pedi- 
atrics and N.S.C. at the last National Safety 
Congress, and the hazards of the medicine 
cabinet. They are cleverly done, readable, 
with interesting headings and illustrations, 
all on colored stock. 








A STATEMENT ON CIVIL DEFENSE 





Adopted by the Board of Directors of the National 
Safety Council, Meeting in Chicago July 10, 1951 


General Considerations 


HE TASK OF building a total national de- 

fense in the face of a critical interna- 
tional situation obviously includes develop- 
ing a strong home front with every citizen 
trained and awake to the necessity of doing 
his part. The Federal Civil Defense Ad- 
ministration was established (Public Law 
920, 81st Congress, 1950) to provide Federal 
leadership to the states and cities in organiz- 
ing home defense. The law leaves to the 
states and localities concerned the responsi- 
bility of operation for civil defense. The 
term “civil defense” is limited to prepara- 
tion for enemy attack and to activities dur- 
ing and after such attacks. It is generally 
believed that such attacks would consist of 
large-scale bombing of industrial areas and 
centers of large population by air, sub- 
marine, or saboteurs. 

The main job as of now is to capitalize 
on the supreme confidence the American 
people have in themselves. In the midst of 
the doubt and confusion and lack of co- 
ordination at present, the American people 
need to be reminded that home defense and 
community defense are the foundations of 
national defense. It is believed that public 
support will rally around such a concept. 

The Federal Civil Defense Administra- 
tion has called upon the National Safety 
Council among many other national organi- 
zations, to assist in whatever ways it can 
do so. 


How NSC Can Help 


At first glance the accident prevention job 
of the National Safety Council would seem 
to have little in common with this type of 
preparation against enemy attack, but further 
analysis indicates certain bases for coopera- 
tion. These are as follows: 


1. Many persons in the safety movement 
are being given specific responsibilities in 
local civil defense programs. 

2. Certain specific aspects of the local 
civil defense program are closely connected 
with standard accident prevention activities, 
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for example, in industrial plant orotection MD 
and home fire prevention. 

3. It is the patriotic duty of organizations 
to assist in a national emergency. 

It is the opinion of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the National Safety Council that a 
major contribution in the total defense pic- 
ture is now being made by the National 
Safety Council including its members, its 
affiliates, and staff. 

This contribution is through intensified 
effort to reduce the losses of much needed 
manpower, equipment and materials, and to 
reduce the delays in vital production and 
transportation caused by industrial, high- 
way, farm, home, and other accidents. In 
industry the job is being tackled as a part 
of disaster control. The Board also believes 
that the National Safety Council can assist 
in the civil defense program in several ways. 
Among these are the following: 

1. Collection and dissemination of ap- 
propriate information on the civil defense 
program to our members through our maga- 
zines and newsletters. 

2. Exploration and discussion of special 
safety methods and techniques applicable to 
civil defense in meetings of various National 
Safety Council Sections and Conferences as 
well as at such meetings as the annual 
Congress. 

3. Information, advice, and assistance to 
our chapters and other local affiliates con- 
cerning appropriate activities helpful to 
local civil defense programs. 

4. Public announcement to the Federal 
Civil Defense Administration that the Na- 
tional Safety Council will assist in every 
way possible. 


Recommendation to Members and 
Affiliates 


The Board of Directors of the National 
Safety Council believes that a strong na- 
tional defense, which would include indus- 
trial production, military preparation, and 
civil defense, is necessary for the preserva- 

(Continued on page 8) 
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WHAT WE'RE 
AIMING AT 


By Mrs. George Welles, Jr. 


Vice-chairman 
Home Safety Conference 


HE MERIT AWARD program for outstanding 

programs in home safety was established 
by the Home Safety Conference for certain 
purposes. The judging committee for this 
year’s awards feels these need to be clarified 
at this time. 

This program was developed to encourage, 
firstly, community-wide, year-round, and 
year-to-year effort for home safety wherever 
possible; and secondly, to encourage all 
organizations connected with the family or 
the home to include home safety as a regu- 
lar part of their educational program in 
whatever way best suits them. 

In general there were certain outstand- 
g strengths and weaknesses shown in the 
group of applications submitted, such as: 


1. The fine cooperation achieved in many 
instances between a large number of local 
groups for a community-wide program; 


2. The wealth of home safety educational 





TIPS FOR FUTURE APPLICANTS 


All organizations, national, state, 
local, industrial, governmental, civic, 
ete., are eligible for Merit Award. 

Safety councils are expected to sub- 
mit a community-wide, continuing 
program. 

Those who won an award this year 
can strengthen and broaden their pro- 
gram towards another next year. 


Those who substantiate a report are 
at an advantage. Start collecting ma- 
terial now: news clippings, photos of 

outstanding projects, samples of pub- 

lications, ete., to submit with your 
next year’s report. 


If requested, the material submitted 
with a report will be returned. 
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Schedules used in pete the 1950-1951 pro- 
in 


grams for a Merit Award home sofety. 


material included within the regular pro- 
grams of certain organizations submitting 
forms; 

3. The almost universal neglect cither to 
collect local home accident statistics or to 
make use of them in the program; 

4. The tendency to emphasize home safety 
in a single project rather than as a contin- 
uing program by certain organizations which 
can conduct a continuing program; and 

5. The minor place home safety has been 
given in continuing safety educational pro- 
grams in some instances. Apparently there 
was confusion as to what constitutes a 
home safety program, since several appli- 
cants included traffic, public, and school 
safety projects. 

The committee, therefore, hopes that in 
the future organizations aim, so far as pos- 
sible (without jeopardizing the other, 
equally important phases of safety), at 
broadening the amount of home safety edu- 
cation they disseminate; at gathering and 
using local home accident statistics; and that 
they aim at a year-round, year-to-year pro- 
gram for home safety. 

The staff of the National Safety Council 
is ready to answer any questions you may 
have and to offer help in achieving the 
above objectives. 

The judging committee was intensely in- 
terested in the reports that were submitted, 
and they are hoping to see these programs 
publicized as examples of what can be and 
has been done. The Conference is looking 
forward to hearing from more and more of 
you. Start working towards your 1951-1952 
Merit Award now! 








KEEP THEM 
SAFE 
AT CHRISTMA 





















A Suggested 


Program for 


December 


The poignant and sometimes tragic 
Christmas fires (illustrated in the 
photograph) can be reduced by such 
practices as using a handy waste 
basket for discarded Christmas 
wrappings (illustrated in drawing.) 











Givce THE NATIONAL Safety Council has 

just distributed a full-scale packet of 
materials on a Christmas program, we shall 
concentrate here on only one phase of a 
Christmas safety program: a safe toys cam- 
paign. 


It is especially important to start early 
on such a program. Contact the local mer- 
chants in October, while they are planning 
displays and advertising for the Christmas 
season. Seek to persuade them to train 
their employees on the safety points of the 
toys they will be selling and to emphasize 
this in their publicity. 

Take with you a list of the special points 
you wish to present, emphasize the fact 
that you do not wish to condemn or approve 
officially any particular toy, but rather, that 
certain general safety points can be made 
which will be helpful to parents in choosing 
toys. 
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If you can, enlist the aid of your local 
hospital and pediatricians. The local hospi- 
tal has records showing the foreign objects 
which have been swallowed or inhaled, run 
up noses, and poked into eyes or ears. The 
hospital may, in some communities, allow 
you to run through these records to see 
whether toys or parts of toys have been 
involved. 

They may have records of accidents in- 
volving “target toys” too. See if they will 
be willing to let you work up a display 
board of examples of these toys to be used 
in your publicity. Perhaps the v'®> 
would prefer to do all of this itself inclu 
ing handling the publicity. 

At a November meeting of your group— 
before the toy buying rush begins—have a 
safe toys exhibit gathered together by a 
committee of members. Perhaps you can 
obtain a speaker for this meeting from the 
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local medical association or the hospital. 


Distribute a leaflet such as Safety in 
Santa’s Sack. You can work up one of your 
own based on this leaflet or order it from 
N.S.C. 


Investigate the possibility of having a 
counter card printed by the silk-screen proc- 

s (provided the stores would be willing 

use them) to be displayed during the 
Christmas season. A simple message on 
buying safe toys may make some parents 
stop to think. So much of safety is obvious, 
that sometimes such a warning is enough. 


Christmas safety posters may be obtained 
from N.S.C., too, if you wish to mount them 
and use them as counter cards, besides dis- 
tributing them in the regular way. 


Devise a letter to be mailed to parents 
just before Christmas suggesting positive 
points for making the holiday season safe. 
Emphasize seeing that the children keep 
their toys off the floor and stairs; that in- 
fants in the excitement of opening presents 
do not get ahold of some toy with a part 
small enough to bite or pull off; and that 
parents examine gifts from well-meaning 
relatives and friends to be sure they are 
safe. 


Qe should see that toys too advanced 
r a child’s age are put away after Christ- 
mas until a time when the child can under- 
stand any hazards involved before using 
them. Parents should explain carefully 
about the proper operation of other toys— 
suitable for the age perhaps—before the 
child is allowed to play with them. Time 
must be allotted on Christmas day for this 
so that the child who, naturally, wants to 
play with his toy will start out with the 
proper understanding of it. 


Investigate the possibility of having brief 
articles in local house organs on the sub- 
ject. Editors should be contacted in Octo- 
ber. In communities where there is a local 
safety council, perhaps the industrial mem- 
bers with house organs can be contacted 
for this purpose. Where there is no local 
safety council, enlist the aid of the cham- 

er of commerce and of various men’s or- 

nizations. 


If your safety council or health depart- 
ment has a regular program on the radio, 
suggest that they devote a portion of one 
program to toy safety. 


Always contact your local safety council 
before you plan a campaign. 
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CHRISTMAS PACKET 
DISTRIBUTED 


Over 2100 packets entitled, “Keep Them 
Safe at Christmas,” for a Christmas home 
safety campaign have been distributed to 
safety councils, health departments, P.T.A.’s, 
women’s clubs, Girl Scout troops, Camp Fire 
Girls groups, home bureaus, and extension 
services throughout the country. Some 250,- 
000 each of two leaflets and 10,000 each of 
two posters included in the packets have 
also been distributed to receivers of the 
packets. 

This packet and the materials accompany- 
ing it were sponsored and financed by The 
New York Community Trust, produced and 
distributed by the National Safety Council. 
All materials are, therefore, free to non- 
profit organizations engaged in health, safety, 
and other public welfare programs. 

The packet contains a planning guide to 
aid local organizations in conducting a full- 
seale program on Christmas safety in their 
community. Also included in the packet 
are two skits, news releases, radio and TV 
scripts, mat and proof, two posters, a re- 
print of Safety in Santa’s Sack and a new 
Christmas safety leaflet, Share Safety this 
Christmas. 

Organizations may order more leaflets 
and posters sufficient to their legitimate 
needs and state chairmen of various groups 
have been given an opportunity to order 
more packets to distribute to local units 
which can make good use of them. Sub- 
scribers to the HOME SAFETY REVIEW 
representing state or local organizations in 
a position to conduct such a program within 
a community are invited to send for a 
packet or sample leaflets. Materials will 
be distributed on a first-come-first-served 
basis until the supply is exhausted. 


LIVE AND LEARN. 16 mm. sound motion 
picture. 13 minutes. Sid Davis Produc- 
tion. 

This film, produced in cooperation with 
the Childrens Hospital Society of Los An- 
geles, depicts a number of child accidents 
with appropriate safety information. A more 
positive approach would be better for the 
child audience it is directed towards. Suit- 
able for parent groups. Rental only from 
N.S.C.—$5.00 per week. 








The ash tray illustrated above is de- 
signed, according to the manufacturers, 
in such a way that cigarettes will tend to 
fall into the tray rather than out as they 
burn down. The prongs in the center of 
the tray hold the cigarette in such a way 
that it will burn free for a time and then 
will drop down into the tray instead of 
toppling over the outside edge. 


CIVIL DEFENSE 
(Continued from page 4) 


tion of peace and the preservation of the 
American way of life. With these points in 
mind the Board authorizes the staff to carry 
out the four-point program listed above. 
In addition, the Board recommends and 
urges that National Safety Council members 
(including chapters, organizations, corpo- 
‘rations, individuals, and all affiliated groups) 
as well as organized public support groups 
with which we work, explore to the maxi- 
mum their ability to translate into action 
civil defense policies and programs on the 
local level. 

In addition the Board authorizes the pub- 
lication of this statement and the forwarding 
of the statement to the Federal Civil De- 
fense Administration with the request for 
guidance and suggestion as to ways in which 
the National Safety Council can further 
employ its accident prevention resources in 
the civil defense program. 


CONGRESS PROGRAM 


Lawrence Fisher, consulting engineer, 
American Public Health Association, has 
accepted an invitation to speak on “The 
Public Health Official and Home Safety,” at 
the home safety session of the 39th National 
Safety Congress, Tuesday morning, Octo, 
ber 9. 


A meeting jointly sponsored by the Chi- 
cago regional office, U. S. Public Health 
Service, and N.S.C., has been arranged for 
Tuesday afternoon, 2:00 p.m., October 9, 
Room 521, Stevens Hotel. Limited to state 
and local public health personnel it will be 
a “brass tacks” meeting to discuss adminis- 
trative and program questions on home 
safety. A panel of health and safety experts 
will be on hand to offer suggestions. E. R. 
Krumbiegel, M.D., commissioner of health, 
Milwaukee Health Department, will preside. 


Public Health Meetings 


Wisconsin. At the Wisconsin Association 
for Public Health meeting, September 25, 
in Madison, Thomas Fansler, director, home 


safety division, N.S.C., discussed the role 4 


the public health worker in home safe 
pointing out that health agencies can play 
an important part in educating families for 
safe practices in routine tasks and chores. 
“Especial emphasis,” he said, “can be placed 
by health agencies on child training for 
safety.” 


There will be a home safety program at 
the following meetings: 


Connecticut. Municipal Health Officers 
Association, October 22, Yale School of Med- 
icine, New Haven: presentation by the state 
department of health and the Connecticut 
Highway Safety Commission. 


Nebraska. Safety division, Nebraska Pub- 
lic Health Association, November 5, Hast- 
ings: farm, home, traffic safety, Maynard Coe, 
director of farm safety, Arnold Gregory, con- 
sultant, home safety division, N.S.C., and 
Emerson Westwick, field representative, As- 
sociation of Casualty Insurance. 
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